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PAT’s PIECE 
I would like to thank the Leaders who worked so hard to put on a very good Presentation Evening for the Young Leaders on Tuesday 24th January.  Our County Commissioner Paul Trott together with Liz Hodge Deputy County Commissioner, Angela Gilbert from GAVCA who decided on the Volunteer Award and Barbara Driver Cheltenham's Mayor were present.  It made us all very proud to be part of the Scout family when we heard just how much time and effort our Young Leaders give to the District.  Again congratulations to everyone involved.

Unfortunately due to another commitment I was unable to attend the District Cooking Competition this year but I understand that all went well.  Congratulations to Bethesda and Shurdington Teams who will be representing us at the County Competition in February.

I would also like to thank the members who attended the recent Executive Committee Workshop at Cranham.   I do hope you gained something from this and it will help you in the work you do.

My thanks to everyone involved in Cheltenham District for all the enthusiasm and hard work helping to make Cheltenham so successful

Pat
CENSUS JANUARY 2012
By now census figures should be entered or sent to Ann Haseler.  To help Ann collate these figures, if you haven't done so, please complete yours as soon as possible.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
Please let Pauline Mussi, District Treasurer have your membership subscriptions by the 16th March so that she can then send our subscriptions to County.  A letter with details of your payments will be sent to GSLs once all the Group entries are in.

ACTIVE SUPPORT - Fellowship

A small group had a pleasant lunch together and mapped out plans for 2012 - see the District Diary.  The members, and anyone else interested, will meet on February 8th at 12.30 pm for lunch at the Roccoco Gardens, Painswick and to look at the Snowdrops.

YOUNG LEADERS - VOLUNTEER



 TEAM OF THE YEAR
On 24th January, Wyell turned their usual meeting night into a Reception for all YLs  - who have received the Volunteer Team of the Year from GAVCA. With GAVCA's permission, the Unit generated individual named certificates from the Team one, and a special uniform badge for each qualifying YL. Over a third of the 93 eligible YLs were able to attend the evening with parents, despite being embroiled in their GCSE and A-Levels.  They received their certificates and badges from the Mayor and the County Commissioner. It was "standing room only" at District HQ 

The following morning Joe Coxson and Alice King accompanied by Devil’s Chimney Leader Matt Gardner gave a live 10 minute interview on BBC Radio Gloucestershire about what it means to be a Young Leader and about the resurgence in Scouting generally in the UK but especially Cheltenham.

We are all extremely proud of the Young Leaders, across the entire Explorer age range, who give up so much of their time to Scouting whilst juggling their own time and exam commitments.

Derek Newman

DISTRICT SCOUT 



COOKING COMPETITION 
This year’s contest was well supported, with 10 teams taking part in the challenge to produce a three course meal for 4 people, with limited budget and facilities. The theme was ‘A Royal Jubilee’, which brought out some superb table decorations, especially from 41st Cheltenham, and 48th Cheltenham.

The food was excellent too, and our guest judge, Mr Adam Murray, head chef at the Frogmill, was impressed with the standard of cooking.  Shelley Wright, ESL of No Name, was our Scouter judge this year, and both judges had a busy time, observing all the teams in progress as well as deciding who had produced the best meal. 

The winning entry, from Bethesda’s “Diamond Geezers” was an edible tour of the Commonwealth, with cod fingers, chicken curry with all the trimmings, and a chocolate cheesecake.  Shurdington finished a close second, and showed great technical skill with their winning dessert of poached pear with chocolate ganache and a caramel shard.

All the entries were good, but the top 5 were well ahead of the field, and very close together on points:

1st: 45th Cheltenham (Bethesda) - 426 points

2nd and Best Dessert: 15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) - 424 points

3rd: 48th Cheltenham (College) Team 2 -390 points

4th: 41st Cheltenham - 386 points

5th: 1st Prestbury - 380 points

Also entering:  Leckhampton, Swindon Village, College team 2, 1st Hatherley.

Bethesda and Shurdington will go on to represent us in the County competition on 25th February. We wish them well, and hope they get the chance to go on to the Regional round in March.

Many thanks also to the Leaders and parents for all the hard work they put in both in coaching the teams and in keeping things running smoothly on the day. The impromptu bacon buttie café was much appreciated! 

Photos can be seen on www.shurdington.org/Scouts , courtesy of Paul Calleja-Gera.
COURSES
Scuba Try Dive: 11th February or 10th March. 

Scouts - Experience Dive W/e (Coast): 27th/29th April.

Scuba Open Water: 4th/6th May AND 18th/20th May.

Cotswold Marathon: 4th/5th February. Go to http://www.btinternet.com/~r.large/marathon/main.htm for details of this

(Paddy would like a team to man his check point)
Narrowboat Steerers Course Friday 10th/Sunday 12th February & Friday 9th/Sunday 11th March. - for adults covering narrowboat steering, operation of locks, basic maintenance, safety requirements and crew management. 

Information Technology Weekend: Friday 17th/Sunday 19th February - Cranham. Stage 2 to 5 of the staged IT Badge. 

NEW Air Rifle Youth Proficiency Scheme: 25th/26th February Keynsham Scout HQ Bristol. 

County Cooking Competition: Sunday 26th February - Shurdington. 

Badge Weekend Friday 2nd/Sunday 4th March Cranham indoors, catering provided


Choose ONE badge from Pioneer, Mechanics, 

*Module A: Cranham. Monday 12th March. 

Mountain Activities Introductory Weekend Friday 24th/Saturday 25th 

County Air Rifle Shooting Competition: Sunday 18th  March Pates Grammar 

Expedition Weekends 23rd/25th March (W1) AND 13th/15th April (W2) 

Choose ONE of these options 

1. Expedition Challenge: (Scouts) 

2. Platinum + DofE Bronze hike: (Explorers) 

Climber Wednesday 4th & Thursday 5th April at the Warehouse Climbing Centre 

Mountain Activities Long Weekend Friday 4th /Monday 7th weekend in Wales

Survival Skills Saturday 2nd/Monday 4th June 1. Survival Skills (novices) 2. Bushcraft & Survival (more experienced) 3. Advanced Survival 4. Nomads 

Full details and forms for all courses are on the County website

PROMOTING SCOUTING
I have been building links with an organisation called Active Impact which works to encourage inclusion in a wide range of settings. They are planning 3 family Fun Days in different parts of the county for families with disabled children and young people. The first of these is to be at Hatherley Manor Hotel on Thursday 12th April from 10 until 3.

Could your Group or a group from within your Group provide a base or activity which would be a promotional point for Scouting?

If you are interested please contact me in the first instance and then I can put you in touch with the organiser.

The other two days are to be in August at dates and venue to be decided but one will be in the Forest and the other in the Stroud area. If you would like to show 'in principle' interest in being at these then again please contact me - the dates should be available in the next month or so.

Felicity Cleaves

ACC Inclusion Gloucestershire

acc.inclusion@gscouts.org.uk
   www.gloucestershire-scouts.org.uk

RSPB CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITY
I am responsible for managing 2 RSPB nature reserves in Gloucestershire.  One of these is Highnam Woods, close to where the A48 & A40 meet. This reserve is partly managed as a coppice woodland, with contractors cutting areas for us on rotation. When the trees are cut, they are left lying on the ground where they were growing.

For ultimate benefit for wildlife, but also to remove as much useful material as possible (e.g. firewood / beanpoles), we would like to clear the area which has been cut this year. This is something that would

benefit from large groups working together, and I am therefore wondering if any groups would be interested in helping us.

If you are interested, I'd be delighted to hear from you and agree a date that we could work together on site.

Hannah    Site Manager

RSPB Gloucestershire Reserves

Puffins  New Road  Parkend  GL15 4JA

Tel: 01594 562852   Mob: 07850713804

MARY'S MEALS
Mary's Meals is an international charity feeding over 600,000 of the world's poorest children every day in their place of education. The school feeding program operates in 16 countries across 4 continents. In addition we are currently helping to feed over 30,000 people affected by drought in East Africa.

You can find out much more about our work at our website, www.marysmeals.org.

The Educational Zone in the website contains a range of learning materials and other downloadable resources which will be of use to Leaders when helping develop the young members roles as global citizens.  The Backpack Project, for example, gives the opportunity to learn about enterprise, recycling and  working as a team. 

Tony Begley

Education Co-ordinator

T: 0141 336 1853  E: tony.begley@marysmeals.org

DISTRICT DIARY 
DATE
ACTIVITY
TIME
VENUE
          DATE    ACTIVITY
          TIME     VENUE
February
4-5
Cotswold Marathon

8
Active Support
12.30
Roccoco Gdns

March

13
District Executive
7.30
District HQ

April
21
District St George’s Dinner
tba

22
Parade & Service
tba

May

8
District Executive
7.30
District HQ

19
Fete & Fun Day
10 - 4
Montpellier

June

29 - July 1 Malvern Challenge

tba
Active Support Canal trip

July
6 - 8
Sun Run

10
District Executive
7.30
District HQ

tba
Active Support Barbecue

September
5
Active Support
12.00
Dean Heritage

11
District Executive
7.30
District HQ

October
9
Active Support
12.00
Batsford

November
13
District Executive
7.30
District HQ
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